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in 1799. There may have been as much as a
million sterling on board of her, and in the course
of a century many tens of thousands have been
got out of her, bars and guineas, pistoles and
louis d'or. The money in this instance is claimed
by Lloyd's; there is no such reservation over
the fabulous riches of the Plate Fleet which
Rooke sank in Vigo Bay on October 22, 1702 ;
twenty-eight millions is one estimate of the value
of the gold and silver that went down that day.
There is a sporting chance of vast plunder in
Trinidad, off the Brazilian coasts, in the Salvages,
and in Cocos Island, where are reputed to lie
" twelve million dollars in plate, coin, bar gold,
and jewels buried by buccaneers and by seamen
who pirated the treasure of Lima." Drake's loot
in Panama is perhaps too speculative; there is
no chart. Those who insist on an exact locality,
but like the maximum of mystery, will do better
with Oak Island, Nova Scotia, where a shaft a
hundred feet deep and more, dug by preter-
naturally strenuous pirates, has been cleared again
and again, only to be flooded with water as the
critical moment arrives. Finally, there is Eldo-
rado. There were dozens of mythical Eldorados,
but Mr. Paine assures us that the true original
is Lake Guatavita, near Bogota. Into this lake,
whenever they had a new chief, the local tribe
used to throw a profusion of gold and jewels.
It is near a mountain top, and can only be
drained by a long tunnel. A tunnel was made
some years since; as the water subsided the
mud became as hard as cement; the dis-
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